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Central Taiwan University of Science and Technology
Course Syllabus

Academic 109-1 Day/Night School Day

Year/Semester

Department General Education Program

Course Title Appreciation of Pop Classics and Instructor Kun-Hsiang Weng

Cultural Study

Course type Required Electives Class

Credit Hour 2 Hour(s) 2

Course Code Office 2227

Subject Code Advisory Time 5™ and 6™ periods, Wed.

Course Description

From the very beginning of human history, music has been a mirror of its contemporary cultures. Songs,
with lyrics, rich in poetic devices and philosophic rationales, are the short cut to understand their
contemporary cultures. This course focuses on the pop classics ranging from the previous generation to
its following generation (1960-2019), which with their beautiful melodies, and meaningful and inspiring
lyrics, accompany students to delve into the aesthetic sensations and at the same time, recognizing and
understanding western pop cultures and introspecting cultures of our own. Students get the chance to
understand not just cultures but humanities as well and get their lives inspired, and even enlightened. The
songs span two generations, resulting in broadening students’ views of western pop cultures and helping
to bridge the gap between two generations.

Course Objectives

Course Goals
I. The cognitive domain:
The students can understand western cultures, get inspired by the lyrics which are rich in poetic
devices, and learn about its contemporary history.
II. The affective domain:
The students get the chance to experience the beauty, sensation, joy and enrichment of their lives
that songs with lyrics gift with.
1. The psychomotor domain:
1. The students are able to communicate well with westerners and keep up with the times due to
understanding of western cultures.
2. The students are able to introspect cultures and themselves, get life inspiration and face the world
with thankful, optimistic, positive and constructive attitudes.
3. The students can develop the ability to experience and appreciate all the beauty that music and
words have to offer to enrich their lives with aesthetic sensations.

General/Core Learning Outcomes

Genera Learning Qutcomes
I. Humanism and thinking
1. Can comprehend the basic concepts and theories of humanistic and social sciences.
2. Can use the knowledge acquired from humanistic and social sciences to explain and illustrate
humanistic and social phenomena.
3. Can use the knowledge of humanistic and social sciences to discern, analyze, and criticize human and
social phenomena in daily life.
4. Can perceive the emotional blast triggered from humanistic nurture and appreciate the beauty of
multiple cultures and humanistic spirit.




II.Reflection and care

1. Can reflect upon oneself, know one’s good and bad qualities and thereby act accordingly.

2. Can empathize with people around them through one’s reflection, and show their care towards others
and the environment.

3. Can create a sense of value and thereby form a positive attitude from their care towards others and
the environment.

4. Can become empathetic towards others and develop a virtuous character that cares for others and
their environment in an active manner.

III. Creativity and expression
1. Can express oneself or others’ opinions in a clear and effective manner, through oral or written
presentation.
2. Can use proper tools and methods to verbalize data and produce a logical and organized content.
3. Can convey one’s ideas in an original and lucid manner.
4. Can produce insightful thoughts and make effective communication or arguments with the audience.

IV. Science and logic
1. Can comprehend the basic discourse and major contents of scientific spirit and method.
2. Can exercise multiple thinking methods to ponder on the cause and format of issues and explore their
correlations.
3. Can make critical thinking based on logical principles.
4. Can apply one’s logical rationalization and critical thinking to their everyday life and work.

Evaluation Methods & Ratio

1.Mid-term Exam: 20% 2. Final Exam: 20% 3. Presentation: 20% 4. Attendance: 20%

5.Participation and Assignments: 20%

Textbook (Title, Author, Publisher, Remarks )

Title Author Publisher Remarks

Self-edited handouts Kun-Hsiang Weng

Reference Materials (Title, Author, Publisher/Journal, Remarks )

Publisher/

Title Author Remarks
Journal
Edited by Ying Liu,
English Songs and Cultural Study Wen-Juan Jiaotong
Fan. ., etc. University
(Xian)
Publisher
Schedule & Content (Week, Content of Unit, Teaching Strategies, Assignments/Quizzes)
Week Content of Unit Teaching Strategies Assignments/Quizzes
1 Orientation Instructions

Appreciation of Pop Classics and
Cultures of the ‘60s(1):Hippie and
2 its contemporary singers ~ Bob
Dylan, Joni Mitchell, and The
Beatles

Instructions/Group
Discussion




Appreciation of Pop Classics and
Cultures of the “60s(2):

3 Woodstock Festival and its Instructions/Group
contemporary singers ~ Joan Discussion
Baez, Judy Collins, and Neil
Young
Appreciation of Pop Classics and . Assignment |
4 Cultures of the “70s(1): the Instrug‘uons{Group
Golden Hits of ABBA Discussion
Appreciation of Pop Classics and .
5 Cultures of the “70s(2): the Instrug‘uons{Group
Golden Hits of the Bee Gees Discussion
Appreciation of Pop Classics and
6 Cultures of the “70s(3): the Instructions/Group
Golden Hits of the Eagles, and Discussion
John Denver
Appreciation of Pop Classics and .
7 Cgﬁures of the ‘705(4): the Queen Instru'cuons'/Group
. Discussion
of Disco ~ Donna Summer
Appreciation of Pop Classics and Assignment 2
3 Cultures of the ‘80s(1) : the Instructions/Group
beginning of an “all-star hit Discussion
“~”We Are the World”/Review
9 Mid-term Exam
Appreciation of Pop Classics and
10 Cultures of the ‘80s (2): the Instructions
Golden Hits of Barbra Streisand
/Test Review
Appreciation of Pop Classics and Assignment 3
1 Cultures of the ‘90s(1): the Instructions/Group
Golden Hits of Backstreet Boys Discussion
and Mariah Carey
Appreciation of Pop Classics and
Cultures (?f the ‘90s(2): Disney’s Instructions/Group
12 return of its glory ~ the theme . .
. L Discussion
songs of its re-made animation
films
Appreciation of Pop Classics and Assignment 4
13 Cultures of the 2000s(1): the age Instructions/Group
of the crossover ~ Charlotte Discussion
Church and Josh Groban
Appreciation of Pop Classics and
14 Cultures of the 2000s(2): the age Instructions/Group
of the crossover ~ Sarah Discussion
Brightman and Andrea Bocelli
Appreciation of Pop Classics and Assignment 5
15 Cultures of the 2010s: the Golden | Instructions/Group
Hits of Taylor Swift and Ed Discussion

Sheeran




16 Review/Presentation 1

Presentation

17 Review/Presentation 2

Presentation

18 Final Exam

Correlation of Unit Content and General/Core Learning Outcomes

Learning Outcomes %

Unit Content Core % General %
1121345 1 2 3 4
Appreciation of Pop Classicsand | / | / | / | / | / 100 100 50 25
Cultures of the ‘60s
Appreciation of Pop Classics VAR A A A 100 100 75 50
and Cultures of the ‘70s
Appreciation of Pop Classics VAR A A A 100 100 75 75
and Cultures of the ‘80s
Appreciation of Pop Classics VAR A A A 100 100 75 100
and Cultures of the ‘90s
Appreciation of Pop Classics VAR A A A 100 100 75 75
and Cultures of the 2000s
Appreciation of Pop Classics VAR A A A 100 100 75 75
and Cultures of the 2010s

Core Learning Outcomes

General Learning Outcomes

1. Humanities and Cogitation

2. Introspection and Solicitude

3. Creativity and Utterance

4. Science and Logic




